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Our Vision : To be a Church maturing in faith,  growing in fellowship and serving our community 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
   
 

A REMINDER ABOUT CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
AT ALL SAINTS 

 

 
 

24
th

 DECEMBER (CHRISTMAS EVE)  
 

   6.00pm  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE in  
   support of The Children`s Society.  
NOT 6.30pm as stated in a previous Newsletter 
   The church is always packed for the Christingle,   
. .so PLEASE COME EARLY to be sure of a seat. 
    

11.30pm MIDNIGHT HOLY COMMUNION (Said) 
 

 
25

th
 DECEMBER  (CHRISTMAS DAY) 

  10.00am Family Holy Communion   

26
th

 St Stephen: first Christian Martyr 
27

th
 St. John : Apostle and Evangelist 

28
th 

Holy
 
 Innocents : Slaughter of the baby boys by 

Herod 
 

30
th

 DECEMBER 
      10.00am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
 

                            
 

Confirmation 2019 starts on 
Sunday 6 January and 
continues until Sunday 7 April 
when Julian, the Bishop of 
Blackburn is with us.  We 
shall use the main teaching 
time on Sunday mornings to 
consider the different aspects 
of the Christian Life based on 

the book “Faith Confirmed” followed by a time of 
informal discussion with the Adult Candidates.  The 
Young People will meet in the Vicarage at Sunday 
Club time and follow the Youth Alpha Course. The 
January Sunday teaching themes are : 
 
Sunday 6th  “How do we know God ?”  -  Stephen 

Sunday 13th  “ A good world spoiled ?” -  David 

Sunday 20th “The worldwide Church”  -  Rev. Stan 

Jenkins    Tearfund Sunday 

Sunday 27th “ Who is Jesus ?”  - Jo 

:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The astounding message of Christmas is the fact that 
God is with us!  He is not some distant deity 
uninterested in us and our situation but someone who 
comes alongside to be with us.  Before the Creation 
Jesus was with God as the opening sentence of John’s 
Gospel tells us.  Without Jesus ‘not one thing came 
into being’.  Isaiah wrote that the Messiah would be 
called ‘Emmanuel’ which means ‘God with us’.  When 
Jesus was born it was as if ‘God moved into the 
neighbourhood’ to be with people as Samuel Wells 
wrote in ‘A Nazareth Manifesto – Being with God’. 
 

Jesus called his disciples to be with him so they could 
learn from his teaching, watch how he forgave the 
guilty, loved the vulnerable, healed the sick and raised 
the dead so they too could do even greater things 
when he returned to heaven.  As he ascended he 
promised them and us, he would be with them to the 
end of time. It’s then as Revelation 21:3 reveals that 
God has made his home fully with us, that he will live 
with us as our God; we shall be his people and ‘God 
himself will be with them’. 
 

A relationship works both ways; although Jesus is 
always present, all too often we are absent or our 
connection is too fragile and short timed.  As we leave 
2018 can we decide to spend more time growing to 
know Jesus better by reading just a few verses a day 
from a Gospel or a Psalm and then turning the words 
into a prayer to thank Jesus for being with us and to 
pray with him for his world?  It’s not much to ask really 
when Jesus left heaven to come to be with us that first 
Christmas, and I promise you the benefits are out of 
this world! 
 

Happy Christmas to you all. 
 

                                                                                                                                                            David WoodhouseDavid WoodhouseDavid WoodhouseDavid Woodhouse    

Contact  for baptisms or weddings Geoff  Woods 07384 710512 
              : for funerals   Keith Houston 01772 315918 
 

 
 

                                                                          WITH OUR BEST WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS AND 

THE NEW YEAR FROM ALL SAINTS` CHURCH,  

HIGHER WALTON 

Visit our website 
www.allsaintshigherwalton.org.uk 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT COFFEE MORNING 2nd JANUARY 
 

  
 

. 
 
 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

Please note there will be no Coffee Morning on 
Wed 2nd January.            The  next  one  will  be  on  
16th January 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

t                      AWARD FOR THE  

       CATHEDRAL 

 

More than 500 people were at the “Marketing 
Lancashire” awards ceremony, Banqueting on 
November 7. The award was accepted by the Dean 
of Blackburn, The Very Rev Peter Howell-Jones and 
the Executive Director, Sharon Grayston. 

The Cathedral caught the judges’ eye thanks to its 
hard work in providing a venue that appeals to a 
wide variety of community and visiting groups as 
well as individuals; all of whom hail from all points of 
the compass. 

The citation that accompanied the award mentioned 
the Cathedral team’s strong commitment to 
volunteering, its ability to provide a warm welcome 
to all visitors, the diversity of the events that took 
place in the building, and the professionalism of the 
service provision 

Said the Dean: “We were the only visible Christian 
organization in a room full of more than 500 people, 
representing more than 100 organisations. 

“Cathedrals are both tourist and cultural venues, and 
here was an opportunity to explain what we do and 
how we do it. The judges clearly liked what they 
heard and saw when they visited us!” The Dean 
added : “The judges also said that the Cathedral had 
clearly become a catalyst for the transformation of 
Blackburn town centre, which we found particularly 
satisfying.” 

All Saints Higher Walton parish was remembered in 
prayers at the Cathedral during their Eucharist 
yesterday. 

Attendance at Christmas services in England’s 
cathedrals has broken records for the second year 
running, according to recent statistics. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN A BASKET 

We had  a magnificent response to our hamper 
appeal this year. 
We again joined with Crossgate Church to help 
those families and individuals in need in our local 
communities and to try and make a difference to 
their Christmas . 
This year our church organisations, families ,work 
colleagues and individuals filled 23 hampers ( last 
year 17 ) with Christmas food and gifts. 
To see them all set out and overflowing in church  
was wonderful and the recipients will now be 
benefitting from the results of your generosity . 
Thank you all in making such a difference  to 
people’s lives this Christmas and showing true 
Christian love in action . 
Stephen Niven and Stephen Houghton 
 

And special thanks to the Two Stephens for 
organising this 

 

Next   Newsletter   6
th

 January   

 CAROL SINGING 
Thank you to all those 
hardy souls who braved 
the elements to join in  

our Carol Singing on the 18th and 20th December. 
Over the two nights we raised a magnificent £460 
which will be split between Tearfund and The 
Children’s  Society . 
In addition we distributed our Christmas service 
leaflets and proclaimed the good news of 
Christmas on the streets of our community . 
Thanks to all who sang and collected and 
special thanks to Irene for lovely hot soup, Heather 
for mince pies and Alison for brandy snaps and 
other Christmas goodies which were all very 
welcome . 
Thanks to all who sang at Arrowsmith Lodge on the 
Sunday and to Malcolm for accompanying us on his 
piano accordion. 
Well done to all concerned; particularly Stephen 
and Barbara Niven, the organisers  
 

OVER 80’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
A big thank you to all those who made the Over 
80’s Christmas Party on the 8th December such a 
success once again. 
All those who provided food, crackers, wrapped 
presents, organised transport and took out teas and 
gifts and who helped in any way. 
It was a good day with 27 of our good folk able to 
attend on the day and a further 9 teas being 
delivered to those who couldn’t make it. 
Thanks to Tony and Margaret for providing the 
entertainment and a great ‘’Spot that Tune ‘’quiz 
together with the usual but enjoyable carol singing . 
The use of the Community Centre was again 
provided free of charge  for which we are grateful. 
Thank you to Reverend David Woodhouse for 
sharing such a wonderful day with us. 
Our guests were so appreciative as usual. 
 
Our special thanks to Stephen and Barbara 
Niven who were the organisers of both these 
events. 
 

        MINISTRY OF VISITING 
 

If you know anyone who would  
appreciate a visit by someone from 
church, please have a word with Marilyn Woods. 
 

 

 


