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6th JANUARY  

WHERE DID 

THE WISE 

MEN COME 

FROM? 
 

 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi 
had originally been a religious caste among the 
Persians. Their devotion to astrology, divination and 
the interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the 
meaning of the word, and by the first century the Magi 
in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers from 
outside of Persia. Some scholars believe they might 
have come from what was then Arabia Felix, or as we  

would say today, southern Arabia.  
 

Certainly, in the first century astrology was practised 
there, and it was the region where the Queen of Sheba 
had lived. She of course had visited Solomon and 
would have heard the prophecies about how one day a 
Messiah would be born  to  the  Israelites and become  
their king.  
 
 

Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi 
asked Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and 
have come to worship Him.’ So it is possible that in 
southern Arabia the Queen of Sheba’s story of how a 
Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites had 
survived. Certainly, there are a number of other early 
legends that connect southern Arabia with Solomon’s 
Israel.  
 

To many people this makes sense: that the ancient 
stories of a Messiah, linked to later astrological study, 
prompted these alert and god-fearing men to the 
realisation that something very stupendous was 
happening in Israel. They realised that after all these 
centuries,  the   King of  the  Jews,  the Messiah,  was  
about to be born.  
 
 

One more interesting thing that gives weight to the 
theory that the Magi came from southern Arabia is this: 
if you study any map of Palestine as it was during 
biblical times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan 
routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU LOOKED AT OUR DIOCESAN    
“YOUTUBE”  RECENTLY  ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This website is full of interesting video clips of 
events round the Diocese, including the Seasonal 
messages from the bishops over the last few years –
most recently the New Year messages of Bishop 
Julian and Bishop Philip and many fascinating clips 
from the pilgrimage to the Holy Land led by Bishop 
Philip in November.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/blackburndiocese/videos 
 

Whilst browsing on Youtube I also came across our 
Service to celebrate the centenary of the birth of 
Kathleen Ferrier on 22nd April 2012 during the 
Mayoral year of Jim & Susan Marsh. Pleasant 
memories !  

https://vidmoon.co/video/gVjghIVgAAv9le2ZgE 

 

As you probably know, this and all previous 
Newsletters, in colour, are on our own website 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ALL SAINTS HIGHER WALTON 

 

MINISTRY OF  VISITING 
 

Now   that  we  are  into the 
dark evenings  and  cold  
weather and with life back to 
humdrum   normality   after   
the  festivities of  Christmas  
and New Year,  there are  people who are 
perhaps elderly, frail, ill, housebound or just 
feeling isolated, and would appreciate a visit from 
someone from Church - but maybe don`t like to 
ask. 

If you know anyone who is in this situation, 
please have a word with Marilyn Woods 

 

 



 

  
 

 

COFFEE & CAKE MORNINGS on 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays monthly from 10.00am to 12.00 
noon restart on 17th January in church  
An opportunity for a chat and to 
browse our newly launched library 
section where you can borrow, 
swap or buy any of the books 
available.  
 

FUND-RAISING /SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE   
 
If you would like to become involved in fund-
raising social activities, please have a word with 
Sandra Houghton  -  New faces and new 
ideas  are very welcome 
 

 
RECENT  DONATIONS : THANK YOU 
 
Hoghton Players for use of 
The Greenhouse                                £300  
 
M Entwisle : Christmas  donation 
 for Project Transform                         £20  
 
M Entwisle : Carol singing donation    £5 
 

 
GIFT DAY 

 
The total received for our 2 Gift Days in October/ 
November is £9,164, including Gift Aid tax 
recovery.This is a good start towards our target of 
£50,000 for Project Transform. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed so generously 
  
                    

 

CHRISTINGLE 
 

£128 was donated in the Christingle “candle” 
collection boxes and  £287 was collected at the 
Christingle service itself. A total of £415 for The 
Children`s Society.  
 

Thank you so much 
 

 
  
 
 
 “looks like they`ve 
introduced contactless 
payment for the 
collections . .” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE NAMING OF JESUS : 1st JANUARY 
 
Have you ever wondered where the name ‘Jesus’ 
comes from?    
 
The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that 
occurs in several languages.  It is of Hebrew origin, 
‘Yehosua’, or Joshua.  Or there is the Hebrew-
Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’.  In Greek, it became ‘Ἰησοῦς’ 
(Iēsoûs),  and in Latin it became ‘Iesus’.     
The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or 
‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’.   No 
wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke 1:26-33 told Mary 
to name her baby Jesus: “because He will save His 
people from their sins”.   
 

BRINDLE ST. JAMES SOCIAL EVENT 

Burns’ Night Celebration 
Saturday 20th January 2018 
     7 for 7.30pm Brindle Community Hall 
    8.15pm haggis, tatties, neeps, dessert 
      Roll £1 for whisky * bar * raffle 

Dancing with Malcolm and Margaret 
Adults £12.50   Under 12s £6 

Tel Lynn 01772 323267 to reserve tickets 
 

Sausages available instead of haggis but only if 
requested in advance. Also vegetarian haggis. 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
ATTENDANCE AT CHRISTMAS 

2.6 million people attended Church of England 

churches at Christmas 2016 (of whom 34 per cent 

received communion). During Advent, 2.5 million 

people attended special services for the 

congregation and local community, and 2.8 million 

people attended special services for civic 

organisations and schools. All figures showed an 

increase on the figures for 2015. 

Reported total Christmas attendance in cathedrals 

was 131,000 in 2016, the highest figure since 2011. 

Total attendance increased 5% from 125,000 in 

2015 and 1% from 130,000 in 2006. Services during 

Advent, the period leading up to Christmas, had a 

reported attendance of 635,000 in 2016, an increase 

of 2% from 624,000 in 2015.  

(2017 figures not yet collected) 
 

            

        
 
 
 
 

Next Newsletter   21st January 

 

 


