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Contact  for baptisms or weddings Geoff  Woods 07384 710512              
.              for funerals   Keith Houston 01772 315918 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL 
 

January is a month of the beginning 
of great things!  As well as the naming 
of the Son of God usually marked on 
1st (8 days old) we celebrate the 
conversion of the greatest ever 
apostle of the Christian faith on 25th. 
Many books have been written on 
Paul and his conversion is one of the 
best known events recorded in the 
New Testament. 

 

He was a Jew, born as ‘Saul’ at  Tarsus, and brought 
up by the rabbi Gamaliel as a Pharisee.  A devout,  
fanatical Jew, Saul persecuted the Christians, and 
watched with satisfaction the stoning of Stephen, the 
first Christian martyr. Then on his way to Damascus 
Saul had a vision of Christ that stopped him, literally, in 
his tracks.  He realised that this Jesus whom he was 
persecuting was in fact the Messiah for whom he had 
longed. 
 

Saul changed overnight.  He took a new name, Paul, 
and became an evangelist for the cause of Christ and  
a leader in the early Church. His special calling was as 
an apostle to the Gentiles.  He wrote many epistles to 
the young churches he founded – and thus, in effect, 
wrote a great part of the New Testament. 
 

Life as the greatest apostle was hardly full of perks: he 
was stoned, beaten, mobbed, homeless, hated 
imprisoned, and finally martyred.  Tradition has it that 

he was beheaded in Rome during the persecution of 
Nero in AD 64, and buried where the basilica of St 
Paul ‘outside the walls’ now stands.  His mighty faith 
in Christ has kindled similar belief in many hundreds 
of millions of people down the centuries. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

,  

“I will give you shepherds after my own heart, 
who will guide you with knowledge and 
understanding”.   Jeremiah 3 ;15 

Painting : “The Conversion on the Way to Damascus “ Caravaggio, 1601. 

                                  CONFIRMATION  2019     

During February we continue with  
our Sunday themes looking at 
Christian  basic beliefs.  We 
welcome three speakers to lead us 
with a special welcome to Hannah 
Dobbins from Bible Society who will 
speak about the Bible as a ‘Powerful 
Book’ 

 3rd Jesus’  death and Resurrection:  Rev. Bill  Sloan 

10th Life after death:  Captain Andrew Smith CA 

17th How to use the Bible: Hannah Dobbins, Bible Society 

24th The Meaning of Baptism: David W 

FAKE NEWS 
I remember hearing not so long ago about someone 
who had entrusted their life’s savings to an accountant 
as had others, which he used for his own expenditure 
thereby leaving them with nothing.  He was later 
convicted for fraud and imprisoned; but while that was 
justice it didn’t restore their lost money.  Fake news or 
distorted truth has become a major issue in the last 
three years, though it’s nothing new.  Who can one 
trust to speak truth these days?  When Jesus claimed 
to be the Good Shepherd and the Gateway to the 
sheep fold, his hearers thought his use of the words, ‘I 
AM’ was to make himself equal to God, a sure 
blasphemy.  Many thought he was crazy, speaking 
devilish nonsense; others questioned how a deranged 
man could give sight to the blind. The same argument 
continues today about the claims of Jesus. 
 

As C.S. Lewis of ‘The Lion and Witch’ fame wrote in 
Mere Christianity, “I am trying here to prevent people 
saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him. ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral 
teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is 
the one thing we must not say.  A man who was 
merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said 
would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either 
be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  
You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and 
is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something 
worse.” 
 

Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd” as he described 
his infinite care for those people who follow him, his 
sheep; he is neither an exploiter nor a thief. He came 
to give life not to kill or to destroy.  He knows their 
names; he defends them against the attacks of the 
wolves by even laying down his life to save his sheep. 
Does that sound like Fake News to you?  It’s all there 
in John chapter 10 – worth a read don’t you think? 

                                       David Woodhouse 

 

During the vacancy let us pray for God to call two people 
to train as Licensed Readers to lead services and preach 
and for someone to become a Pastoral Assistant to 
enlarge the Leadership Team.  
Could that be you ?            Speak to David Woodhouse 
 



 

             In Church 
Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday 

From 10am- 12 noon 
 

Next Coffee morning : 6th February 
 All Ages Welcome – toys/games for children  
 to play with. 
 

An opportunity for a relaxed 
cup of coffee or tea, toast, 
cake, chat and browse our 
library section where you 
can borrow, swap or buy 
any of the books available. 
          

FUND RAISING/EVENTS 2019 
The organising Committee are meeting on 
Thursday 31 January to plan our events for this 
year. If you would like to join in the planning then 
please come along to the meeting which will be held 
at 7pm in the Greenhouse. 
If you have any suggestions then please pass onto 
Angela Hiles or Sandra Houghton 
 

VISION CHAMPION 
In May this year Bishop Julian will   be  

commissioning The Vision Champions  

for each parish church . 

Our current Vision Champion is Jill  

Smith who has been in this role for 3 years. If you 
would like to consider taking over from Jill or have any 
further questions please speak (without commitment !)  
to Jill herself, David Woodhouse or one of  the 
Wardens.  

Full handover support will be available. 

These Vision Champions will encourage the local 
church to play its part in developing a local response to 
our diocesan “Vision 2026”  

Vision Champion Job Description. .  
• be excited by Vision 2026 opportunities 

• be a positive, encouraging voice in the parish, 
drawing attention to the resources and opportunities  

offered by Vision 2026. 
 

• be supportive in helping All Saints prepare our own 
Vision 
• be prayerful: each Vision Champion will be praying 
for the blessing of God on the local parish, community 
and across the diocese. 
 

  
We gather again for an informal night 
of prayer and praise on Sunday 17th 
Feb at 6.30pm. All welcome. The 
scripture surrounding our ‘gather’ pic 
attached reads: Psalm 134 A song of 
ascents 

“1 Praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord who 
minister by night in the house of the Lord. 2 Lift up your 
hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord”. 

 

 

 
MONDAY GROUP 

Monday 18th February at 8pm 
 

Karl Boyle  - Blackpool Sing Along Special. 
 

               CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

There are no flowers sponsored this  
month. The 2019 Flower List will be  
put up at the back of the church  
very shortly. Meanwhile, if you would 
 like to  provide flowers in memory of 
a loved one or to mark  a notable  
occasion, please have a word with 
 Irene Ingham  01772 312636 

  

 
 
 
 

PCC CHANGES 
 

There are one or two changes on the PCC 
With the retirement of Simon, Geoff Woods is now 
Chairman  and  Stewart Kennedy  is Vice-chairman 
 

Gareth Maddock has taken over from David Quick 
as Secretary.  
 
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be on 
Wednesday 24th April at 7.00pm in Church. 
Please make every effort to attend to find out what 
the future plans are at All Saints and make your 
views known. 

 

   “THANK YOU” FROM THE SALVATION ARMY 

We have received a letter from the Salvation Army, 
thanking us for our support for their Annual 
Christmas Appeal for the Food Bank and Toy 
Service gifts for children. Although at one point their 
tables were bare, due to the response of the many 
donors, over 1,000 bags of food and about 5,600 
toys/gifts for children were given out in December. 
 

They are still busy. Please continue to support 
them through our own Food Bank collection 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next   Newsletter   10
th

 February   

        MINISTRY OF VISITING 
 

If you know anyone who would  
appreciate a visit by someone from 
church, please have a word with Marilyn Woods. 
 

 


