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Our Vision : To be a Church maturing in faith,  growing in fellowship and serving our community 
 

Visit our website 
www.allsaintshigherwalton.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               FROM THE VICARAGE 
Friends,  Many of you will have heard by now that Margaret and I are leaving, and quite soon.  
My  application  to   retire  on  health grounds has been accepted. There’s little or no chance of the 
leukaemia returning, but the process of fighting it has left me with a significant degree of chronic 
fatigue. 

 

This often happens to bone marrow transplant patients. I thought I would just keep on getting better, but I’ve “hit a 
wall”, and I’m unlikely to improve while I’m still working. So we’re off. We’ve bought a nice house in Yorkshire, near 
Pontefract, and we’ve been moving our things across bit by bit. 

Our last Sunday will be 16th September, and we’ll be making the actual move in the week beginning the 24th. 

Our new address is: The Ancient Shepherd, Wrights Lane, Cridling Stubbs, Nr. Knottingley W. Yorks, WF11 0AS, 
and our landline number will be 01977 679854 – but that’s not up and running just yet. Our email addresses will stay 
the same. You might wonder at the name of the house. It used to be a pub, with that name, but we’re keeping it, 
because it has so many biblical resonances – “Ancient of Days” and “I am the Good Shepherd”. Thank you all for 
sharing the journey with us over the past 19 years, and we hope you’ll stay in touch. 

Geoff and Janet will soon be able tell you more about what will happen here during the gap between me leaving and 

my replacement arriving.    SimonSimonSimonSimon    

There will be a single service at 10.00am each Sunday. See the article in last week`s Newsletter 

 

 

We are reprinting Simon`s article below in case anybody missed  both the last Newsletter and Simon`s words in Church 

Recently we thought about the meaning of Jesus’ words concerning signs in the 
sky and the increasing global devastations which warn of his imminent return to 
earth; extensive disasters worldwide have not lessened since.  There was a road 
sign near our former parish in the West Midlands which read “Cradley Cemetery, 
Recreation Centre”.  How many different meanings does that sign have for you?   

 

Words mean something but we don’t always understand the message.  I must have been about 5 years old when 
boredom led me across the dusty lane to the man opposite going to shut his garage door.  It was one that turned 
round in half a circle on runners, top and bottom as it closed. As I lent a hand to push it shut, the man kindly warned 
me not to put my fingers in the cracks of the door as it closed as these would flatten out.  Happily he guessed a five-
year old might know the words but not their meaning.  Keeping a watchful eye he was ready to react quickly when I 
yelped as the gap narrowed on those very fingers! 
 

Jesus spent much time teaching people about God’s Kingdom using parables; some were easier to follow than others 
which left even the disciples trying to decide what Jesus meant by a particular one. Sometimes they plucked up 
courage to ask Jesus the meaning of a parable, such as the story of the Sower; they knew the words but not the 
meaning of the parable. 
 

Today we are familiar with T&Cs when we open an account say with a bank, a media company or shop.  Most often 
we are required not only to read the small print but to sign that we have understood its meaning.  Hundreds of years 
before the birth of Jesus the prophet  Isaiah inspired by the Holy Spirit warned the people of Jerusalem against saying 
words they did not mean. “These people say they are mine.  They honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me, and their worship of me is nothing but man-made rules learned by rote” Isaiah 29:13 NLT. Isaiah declared 
their stated allegiance to God was false because their actions and worship were ungodly. 
 

As always with Isaiah chapter 29 ends with messages of hope and blessing; finally Israel would repent and be 
restored to a true love and faithful worship of God which would bring much blessing to them and their children.  It’s 
also a chapter that pulls us up short; is our love for God genuine and our worship sincere or have we lost the meaning 

behind the words?  By the way, Cradley Cemetery and the Recreation Centre were two separate places in the same 
road; some people were at rest, others were actively being re-created – is that what you thought too? 

                David Woodhouse 

 



 

On the move..... 

On August 28th Rev Andrew  & Anne-Marie Gray & 
Byron and Reuben  left  Clitheroe to move to Aller in 
Somerset. Andrew is taking up a new post as "Faith 
sharing enabler" for the Diocese of Bath & Wells. 

  Please pray for them, as there will be some "tent-
making" involved, they will be renting a house and 
Anne-Marie will be looking for a job. Pray that they 
settle well and have a fruitful time in their new 
surroundings. We wish them well in their new 
calling. 
 

  

                     CHRISTMAS MARKET 
SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER 

                  10am to 4pm In Church 
If you know of any businesses who would be 
interested in having a stall at the above event, then 
telephone 01254 853995 for more details and an 
application form. Thank You 
 

  

    
       HIGHER WALTON CE SCHOOL NURSERY 

The school has Nursery places available             
for children to join at the beginning of 
Term after their 3rd birthday. 
Places available in morning, afternoon or 
whole day sessions. We also offer 
Breakfast Club, lunch and after school 
club 
 

Visit their website http://www.higher-
walton.lancsngfl.ac.uk or contact  the  
school  directly  by calling in at 
Rosewood Avenue, Higher Walton PR5 
4FE or phone 01772 335945 
 

 
 

 

 
 
“After David    
slew Goliath, 
did  they not 
test him for 
steroids ?” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

              CHURCH FLOWERS 
 
 

                   2nd September 
  

        In memory of Joseph Dunn 
 
If you would like to sponsor flowers to mark some 
notable event or in remembrance of a loved one, 
please speak to Irene Ingham  01772 312636 
 

 
 

Holy Trinity Church, HoghtonHoly Trinity Church, HoghtonHoly Trinity Church, HoghtonHoly Trinity Church, Hoghton    
Harfest  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

12
th

 to 14
th

 October 

Lots of Friendship and Fellowship Events 

including 

Friday - Welcome & Refreshments with 

Bishop Julian 

Saturday – Breakfast & Daytime Events 

Saturday – Harvest Supper 

Dishes from around the Commonwealth 

More details later 
 

  
 

BIGGER IN AMERICA 

We all know about the American preference for 
bigger cars and houses.  But Americans even 
like their churches to be bigger – much 
bigger!  More than half of American churchgoers 
attend one of the 1,600 “megachurches” (each 
with at least 2,000 in attendance). 

The five largest American churches , none of 
which of course are Episcopalian (US Anglican) 
are beyond imagining in a UK context: 

• Lakewood Church, Houston, Texas.  Pastor: 
Joel Steen with 43,500 weekly. 

• North Point Community Church, Alphabet, 
Georgia.  Pastor: Andy Stanley with 30,700 
weekly. 

• Church, Edmond, Oklahoma.  Pastor: Craig 
Groeschel with 30,000 weekly. 

• Gateway Church, Southlake, Texas.  Pastor: 
Robert Morris with 28,000 weekly. 

• Willow Creek Community Church, South 
Barrington, Illinois.  Pastors: Steve Carter and 
Heather Larson with 25,750 weekly. 

However, the pastors feel that while existing 
megachurches will continue, the trend now is for 
simpler, more traditional expressions of worship 
with smaller congregations. 

 Source: Hartford Institute for Religion Research 

 

Next   Newsletter   23
rd

 September 

CONFIRMATION NEWS 
A Confirmation Service will be held on Sunday 7th. 
April 2019 at 10:00am when Bishop Julian will be 
with us.  Confirmation Preparation Classes for Adults 
and Young People will begin in January.  If you would 
like to join a class either to prepare for Confirmation or 
as a Refresher Course, please let David Woodhouse 
know. 


