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Our Vision : To be a Church maturing in faith,  growing in fellowship and serving our community 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS  
 

16
th

 DECEMBER Advent 3 
     10.00am Sunday Club NATIVITY 
      6.30pm CAROL SERVICE 
 

19
th

 DECEMBER   
      10.00am Midweek Holy Communion BCP 
      (Note this is a week earlier than the usual last  . .. …   
. … Wednesday) 
 

23
rd

 DECEMBER Advent 4 
      8.00am Holy Communion BCP (said)   
     10.00am Morning Worship 
 

24
th

 DECEMBER (CHRISTMAS EVE)  
 

   6.00pm  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE in  
   support of The Children`s Society.  
Not 6.30pm as stated in the last Newsletter 
   The church is always packed for the Christingle,   
. .so PLEASE COME EARLY to get a seat. 
 

  11.30pm MIDNIGHT HOLY COMMUNION (Said) 
 

25
th

 DECEMBER  (CHRISTMAS DAY) 
  10.00am Family Holy Communion   

26
th

 St Stephen: first Christian Martyr 
27

th
 St. John : Apostle and Evangelist 

28
th 

Holy
 
 Innocents : Slaughter of the baby boys by 

Herod 
 

30
th

 DECEMBER 
      10.00am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
 

                            CAROL SINGING  
 

          We will be carol singing as follows : 
          Sunday 16

th
 December –Arrowsmith                         

,,                     Lodge Care Home ; meet  there for 2pm              

Tuesday 18
th

 December -  Coupe Green and Mansfield 
Drive area ;meet at 7.00pm outside the parade of shops 
on Grange Drive. 
Thursday 20

th
 December- Higher Walton Village and 

Bannister Hall ; meet at 7.00pm at The Greenhouse. We 
will meet at 7pm and sing for about 2 hours. 
We need singers with enthusiasm and a willingness to 
spread the true message of Christmas rather than great 
voices (but great voices would help as well). We also 
need volunteers to knock on doors and shake a collection 
tin  and to provide and help with refreshments when we 
return to the Greenhouse. 
All money raised will be divided between The Children`s 
Society and Tearfund. Contact Stephen Niven 07836 
363828 with any questions 

 
 

 

BE PREPARED! 

We always knew when the Queen was coming our way 
because all the potholes in the road were filled, the 
road markings renewed and rusty old railings, an 
eyesore for years suddenly were painted.  A highway 
fit for her Majesty was prepared.  Advent is a time of 
preparation; this second Sunday of Advent reminds us 
of the message of the Prophets; the Third Sunday of 
John the Baptist’s voice urging us to be ready for the 
coming of Jesus the Messiah. Words from Isaiah 40 
are immortalised in Handel’s Messiah. The prophet 
foretells the coming of the expected Messiah who is to 
be welcomed by lives prepared to meet him. 
 

“Every valley shall be raised up”; there are low points 
in life for us all, whether times of testing, suffering or 
illness, anxiety, guilt or fear.  Jesus invites us to renew 
our friendship with him saying, “Come to me all you 
who are struggling hard and carrying heavy loads and I 
will give you rest”.  Ask Jesus to lift those low points off 
you and to fill you with his peace. 
 

“Every mountain and hill will be made low”; we live in a 
culture of defiance against the Lord, in the vanity of our 
pride we’ve deceived ourselves into thinking there is no 
God, that mankind is supreme in a life franticly focused 
on selfish happiness.  If you don’t believe me see how 
in all our sophistication we’ve bred a world of such 
callousness that enfeebles the weak and needy.  It’s a 
time for humbling ourselves before God, to repent of 
our sin and as a nation with the determination to walk 
with Jesus in holiness and love. 
 

“The rough ground shall become level, the rugged 
places a plain.  And the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed and all people will see it together”.   It’s 
attractive to choose the easy way in life but it’s 
impossible to climb a smooth mountain, said a woman 
enslaved in Southern America a century ago.  We 
need the challenge of walking closely with Jesus to 
bring change for the vulnerable and defenceless, to 
make their rough ground level and their rugged lives a 
plain through the sacrifice of our comfort.  Such beauty 
of living reveals the glory of the Lord so greatly that all 
the peoples see it. 
Some other Advent thoughts: at Christmas we prepare 
to worship Jesus who came to be ‘God with us’, to 
recognise that his first coming heralds his Return as 
King and judge of all the earth so we welcome him with 
joy rather than rejection. It’s also a time to prepare our 
lives for the coming of a new Vicar! 

                    
      David Woodhouse 

Contact  for baptisms or weddings Geoff  Woods 07384 710512 
              : for funerals   Keith Houston 01772 315918 
 

Visit our website 
www.allsaintshigherwalton.org.uk 

                
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

                     

Open t     Open the Book   is  organised          ..                           
..                    nationwide by The Bible  Society and 

                  involves a small team between 4 to 8  ..   
…                  storytellers who present a scripted Bible  
…   ….          Stories in primary schools using drama, ..                 
props and costumes to bring the stories  to life.   
You don’t have to learn any lines,  just act out the 
script as you read it together as a team, presenting a 
story in about 10 minutes.  
 

Around the UK, particularly in urban city areas, there 
are more schools` requests for visits than Teams to go.  
Would you join an Open the Book Team from ASHW  
to go into the local schools? Stephen Niven is giving a 
video presentation of  “O t B” in Church this morning. 
We have a team of 6 so far, but  a few more would be 
very welcome. If you are interested or would like to 
know more, please ask Stephen Niven or David 
Woodhouse.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      

          FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

30th November    Interment of Ashes 
Thomas Arton   Died 6th October   
                                  aged 75 
 
5th December      Funeral 
Derek Harwood  Died 23rd November  
                                  aged 74 
              Interment in churchyard 
 

We remember these families in our prayers 
 

 

. CHURCH FLOWERS 
2nd  December     June Westby 
 

9th December      In memory of  
                Henry, Florrie and Peter Ingham 
    

16th December    Geoff & Marilyn Woods 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GIFT DAY 
The money raised from our two Gift Day Sundays 
was £5,030, to which Gift Aid is to be added. Thanks 
to our Church family for giving so generously. 

 
 

RECENT DONATIONS : THANK YOU 
 

Anonymous Donation  £500 
 

M I Hopwood    £100 
 

In memory of Michael Entwisle 
                for church repairs   £50 
 

 
KATHRYN INGHAM AWARD 

 

At the Guides and Brownies 
Service on Wednesday evening, 
Kathryn was presented with an 
award marking 30 years of service 
to Guiding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     With acknowledgement to The Two Ronnies 

Next   Newsletter   23
rd

 December  

To  everyone involved in the 
planning and running of the 
Christmas Market on 24th 
November and to the many 
people who supported the 
event by attending and enjoying 
the spectacular range of gifts 
for sale. 

 

This was the first Christmas Market we have held 
and was a great success, thanks to very hard work 
from a small number of people. £1027 was raised 
for Church Funds. 
 

Thanks also to those who helped in any way with 
our Christmas Fair last Saturday. This was 
another very enjoyable and well supported event, 
which raised £945 

        MINISTRY OF VISITING 
 

If you know anyone who would  
appreciate a visit by someone from 
church, please have a word with Marilyn Woods. 
 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE FOOD BANK WITH   
A FEW EXTRA CHRISTMAS GOODIES 

 

Blackburn Cathedral 
Community Theatre Group 

 

     are proud to present 


