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Contact  for baptisms or weddings Geoff  Woods 07384 710512              
.              for funerals   Keith Houston 01772 315918 

LENT 2019 
The 40 Days of Lent invite us to 
spend a special time with God in 
worship and deepening love for him 
and others. Some like to forgo 
certain foods, drinks or activities as 
part of a fasting discipline; others 
like to do something extra, 
something  different  as  they draw  

both practices as part of their walk 
with God.  Talking about ‘walking with God’ what does 
this symbol for Lent 2019 say to you? 
This year the Church’s Ministry Team offers you two 
ways to make this Lent so meaningful.  We will be 
meeting on Ash Wednesday, 6th March at 7:30pm for 
a Service of Holy Communion as a prelude to Lent. On 
the following Wednesday evenings, in Church at 
7:30pm, we will share the recommended Blackburn 
Diocesan Lent event called ‘Generosity, Gift and 
Grace’ using short DVD videos to introduce each part 
with a time for meditation and sharing thoughts and 
ideas over a cup of tea.  We welcome everyone to 
these evenings as an opportunity to make the most of 
Lent as well as strengthening our shared lives as 
Christians together. 

 

Do you wonder where to start 
when it comes to reading the  
Bible ? : so many books, so many 
questions about what we read. 
Well there’s help in our second 
guide to a meaningful Lent  : a 
small book of Daily Bible 
Readings with some useful 
thoughts and a short prayer at the 
end of each page written by four  
renowned devotional authors.  
I used to work with one of them, Michael Mitton, a 
gifted writer and speaker who always has something 
valuable to offer.   
Starting on Sunday 24 February and lasting for 8 
weeks, we are offering a copy to each of you free but 
we invite donations up to £3 if you wish. Its value in 
reading time is worth much more than gold.  It brings 
great benefit for the Church as everyone reads the 

same Bible portion and prays the same prayers each 
day – life changing for us and exciting for the 
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7th APRIL  : A NOTE ABOUT 8am HOLY 
COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

We are looking forward to welcoming 
Julian the Bishop of Blackburn for the 
his first visit to All Saints Church on 
Sunday 7 April at 10:00 am when he 
will be confirming our four Adult and five 
Junior Candidates and celebrating Holy 
Communion.  It’s a great opportunity for 
the whole Church of God not only to 
welcome the Bishop but also to 
welcome our Confirmation Candidates 
as they take this important step of 
commitment with the Lord Jesus.   

With this in mind PCC members have requested that 
we all meet for Communion at the 10:00 am Service so 
there will be no 8:00 am Service on the morning of 7 
April; we look forward to welcoming those who usually 
attend the 8:00 am Service to join us for the 
Confirmation Service with Communion to celebrate this 
special day.  There will be refreshments following the 
Service when the Bishop would love to meet us all.” 

 

 

THE WORLD`S MOST POPULAR BIBLE VERSE 
 

A Bible app, YouVersion, has named Isaiah 41:10 as 
the most popular verse of 2018. That verse has been 
posted, bookmarked, and highlighted more times than 
any other on the app (which has been downloaded 
more than 350,000 times around the world). 
 

Isaiah 41:10 reads: ‘So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.’   
 

The verse also came top in Chile, France, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Peru, South Africa, Spain and the United 
States.  
 

But in the UK, for 2018, we preferred Jeremiah 29:11:  
 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, 
‘plans to proper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future` 
 

 

 

 
“I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who 
will guide you with knowledge and understanding”.   
Jeremiah 3 ;15 



 

             In Church 
Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday 

From 10am- 12 noon 
 

NEXT COFFEE MORNING : 20TH FEBRUARY 
 All Ages Welcome – toys/games for children  
 to play with. 
 

An opportunity for a relaxed 
cup of coffee or tea, toast, 
cake, chat and browse our 
library section where you 
can borrow, swap or buy 
any of the books available. 

        

Saint Valentine of Rome was a priest in Rome who 
ministered to Christians, who were persecuted there 
(or perhaps Bishop of Temi).  On the orders of the 
Emperor Claudius he was martyred on February 14 
269 and buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via 
Flaminia to the north of Rome. February 14 has been 
observed as the Feast of Saint Valentine since 496 
AD. 

The relics of Saint Valentine were kept in the Church 
and Catacombs of San Valentino in Rome, which 
remained an important pilgrim site throughout the 
Middle Ages.; other relics were brought to Whitefriar 
Street Carmelite Church in Dublin where they remain 
to this day; this house of worship continues to be a 
popular place of pilgrimage, especially on Saint 
Valentine's Day, for those seeking love. 

So why has Valentine become the patron saint of 
romantic love?  This is all a bit vague, but by 
Chaucer’s time the link was assumed to be because 
on the saint`s day -14 February - the birds are 
supposed to pair.  Or perhaps the custom of seeking 
a partner on St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap 
of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, which took 
place in the middle of February. During the 
Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young men to 
draw the name of a young unmarried woman from a 

name-box.  

There are no churches in England dedicated to 
Valentine 

We gather again for an informal night 
of prayer and praise on Sunday 17th 
Feb  at  6.30pm.  All welcome.   The 
scripture surrounding our ‘gather’ pic 
attached reads: Psalm 134 A song of 
ascents 

“1 Praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord who 
minister by night in the house of the Lord. 2 Lift up 
your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord”. 

 

 
MONDAY GROUP 

Monday 18th February at 8pm 
 

Karl Boyle  - Blackpool Sing Along Special. 
 

               CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

                      10th February  
     In memory of Tony Lee  
                          and  
    In memory of Rev Fred Cooper 
if you would like to  provide flowers in 
memory of a loved one or to mark  a  
notable occasion, please have a word with 
Irene Ingham  01772 312636 

  

 
 
 
 

  EXCITING NEW ERA FOR THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND  IN  THE  CITY OF PRESTON… 

The Church of England`s Strategic Investment 
Board have approved £1.5M investment in the future  
growth of the Parish of Preston. 

The plans will create  a ‘Resourcing Parish’ to 
underpin the work of sharing of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ with the people of Preston through words and 
deeds and will reinvigorate both Preston Minster and 
St George’s churches in the city centre; 
encouraging  growth across traditions and including 
further development of  the Minster site as a 
welcoming multi-purpose space with expanded 
catering facilities. 
This fresh focus will include specific remits to reach out 
to those with no current church connection; people 
aged under 25 years old and to the local student 
population,  

More details of the project can be found on the 
diocesan website News page  

GEOFF AND MARILYN would like to say a big 
“thank you” to everyone for their prayers, good 
wishes and offers of assistance during Geoff’s 
unexpected stay in hospital. 

Geoff is now at home, recuperating and taking life a 
little easier. 

They both hope to see everyone soon. 

  

    
   
   
 How come  
 you don’t   
.wear all that 
.bling like the 
.Pope does? 

 

 

 

Next   Newsletter   24
th

 February   

        MINISTRY OF VISITING 
 

If you know anyone who would  
appreciate a visit by someone from 
church, please have a word with Marilyn Woods. 
 

 


