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Contact  for baptisms or weddings Geoff  Woods 07384 710512              
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 

 

Have you ever been to London to see in the New 
Year?  Maybe you stayed up to watch the Fireworks 
Display on TV or had your own Party on New Year’s 
Eve.  When I was first a curate in 1965 our Church, 
like many others had a Watch Night Service which 
spanned the last half-hour of the Old Year and the 
first of the New Year.  It was a time to thank God for 
his goodness during the passing year and to pray for 
his wisdom and guidance as the New Year began. 
 

Something else was a regular item at New Year; that 
was a Church Motto taken from a Bible verse.  Both 
practices seem to have died out in this century.  I 
was thinking and praying about a verse which we 
could hold in mind during 2019, something about 
‘guidance’ I thought, when I came across these 
words from Jeremiah 3:15. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I think they will be God’s encouraging promise to his 
Church this year as well as an incentive for focussed 
prayer. The shepherds in this verse are the 
“Pastors” of the Lord’s people, those who lead and 
care for them.  It’s interesting that God mentions 
‘shepherds’ in the plural here.  I believe we should 
be praying during the Vacancy that God will call two 
people to train as Licensed Readers to lead services 
and to preach and for someone to become a 
Pastoral Assistant to enlarge the Leadership Team.  
As we pray for a new Vicar to lead and pastor our 
Church, will you join me in praying for more Pastors 
to guide All Saints – let me know if you will join me?  
Meanwhile I wish you a very Happy New Year! 
 

                                                   David WoodhouDavid WoodhouDavid WoodhouDavid Woodhousesesese    

 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The  
 

 

 
 

THE 

EPIPHANY 

6th January 

Popular thinking tends to associate The Epiphany only 
with the visit of the Magi to the infant Jesus. However, 
its origins are a bit wider than this. The name 
"Epiphany" comes from the Greek word Epiphania, and 
means "to show, make known, or reveal." The 
celebration originated in the Eastern Church in AD 361, 
beginning as a commemoration of the birth of Christ. 
Later, additional meanings were added - the visit of the 
three Magi, Christ's baptism in the Jordan River, and 
his first miracle at the wedding in Cana. These three 
events are central to the definition of Epiphany, and its 
meaning is drawn from these occurrences , the three 
miracles that reveal  the divinity of Christ. 
 

While some Greek Orthodox Churches still observe the 
Epiphany celebration as the Nativity of Jesus, the 
majority of the Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and 
Anglican Churches focus on the visit of the Magi and 
Jesus' baptism. The significance behind the visit of the 
Magi is the revelation of Christ as "Lord and King." 
The Wise Men were the first Gentiles to publicly 
recognize the divinity of Jesus, by way of their offerings 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

 

The Church observes a wide variety of Epiphany rituals 
and traditions. In places throughout Europe and Latin 
America, for example, Christians commemorate Three 
Kings' Day by offering prayers, burning herbs that have 
been dried and blessed, sprinkling entryways with holy 
water, and inscribing the initials of the Magi (Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar) on structures in order to 
receive a blessing.  
For the Church, the Epiphany represents a 
responsibility to reveal Jesus as the Divine Son and 
Saviour sent by God to atone for the sins of mankind. It 
is a time of healing and fellowship, where the Church 
comes together in the covenant of brotherhood to love 
one another as Christ commanded. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 

ALL SAINTS HIGHER WALTON 

“I will give you shepherds after my own heart, 
who will guide you with knowledge and 
understanding”.  



 

 

             In Church 
Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday 

From 10am- 12 noon 
 

Next Coffee morning : 16th January 
 All Ages Welcome – toys/games for children  
 to play with. 
 

An opportunity for a relaxed 
cup of coffee or tea, toast, 
cake, chat and browse our 
library section where you 
can borrow, swap or buy 
any of the books available. 
 

MONDAY GROUP 
 

 

The Monday Group meal will be on Tuesday 
(not Monday) 15 January at Pinocchios. All 
welcome to join. 
To book telephone June Hart on  01254 
854000. 
  
 

        FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

      Funeral                  2nd January             

                  Linda Taberner 
 

    Died 19th December aged 92  
Committal at Pleasington Crematorium 

 

               CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

There are no flowers sponsored this  
month. The 2019 Flower List will be  
put up at the back of the church  
very shortly. Meanwhile, if you would 
 like to  provide flowers in memory of 
a loved one or to mark  a notable  
occasion, please have a word with 
 Irene Ingham  01772 312636 

  
RECENT DONATION – THANK YOU 
 

M  Entwisle    for church repairs    £20 
 

 
 
 
 

ANY COMMENTS ? 
If you have any comments, suggestions or criticisms 
about the Newsletters : or if you would like some 
achievement by a family member to be mentioned – 
don`t be shy about letting us know. All feedback is 
welcome.  email to the editor   djquick86@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN ACTION ON POVERTY 
 

There is a link between reading the Bible and 
wanting to relieve poverty. 
 

So found a recent poll by the research firm Barna 
Group, on behalf of Tearfund. In fact, 87% of 
Christians have taken action on poverty in this past 
year alone, and say they see it as a core part of their 
discipleship. 
Now a report on the poll, Christians Who Make a 

Difference, has been released.  It considers the links 
between Christian belief and practice – and how it 
responds to poverty. 
 

The research found Christians more likely to donate 
to charity:  73% as opposed to 63% of all other UK 
adults. Furthermore, 49% of Christians has 
personally given food, clothing, furniture or other 
resources to someone in need. 
Christians were also slightly more likely to recycle, 
eat less meat, and use a green energy provider, 
(39% as opposed to 35% of all other UK 
adults).  Among those Christians who go to church 
at least once a month, the percentages were even 
higher. 
 

The study also discovered that growing up in a 
Christian household is a significant predictor of later 
poverty activism.  Six out of ten poverty activists 
grew up in a home where Christianity was practised 
regularly, even though they no longer attend church. 
Dr Ruth Valerio, Global Advocacy and Influencing 
Director at Tearfund said: ‘This new research shows 
that serving those in need plays an important role in 
spiritual growth.  An end to extreme poverty is 
possible – but we must act together, as the Church, 
united in a whole life response to extreme poverty.’ 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next   Newsletter   27
th

 January   

        MINISTRY OF VISITING 
 

If you know anyone who would  
appreciate a visit by someone from 
church, please have a word with Marilyn Woods. 
 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE FOOD BANK 
 


